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tens compared to many other parts of the
world. And so these kinds of programs that pro-
vide sound prenatal care and maternal care are
extraordinarily important, and this is a model of

the kind of clinics where people are able to get
these important services.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

The President’s Weekly Address
July 11, 2009

This week we’ve made important progress to-
wards the goal of bringing about change abroad
and change at home. During my visit to Russia,
we began the process of resetting relations so
that we can address key national priorities like
the threat of nuclear weapons and extremism.
At the G–8 summit, leaders from nearly 30 na-
tions met to discuss how we’ll collectively con-
front the urgent challenges of our time, from
managing the global recession to fighting global
warming to addressing global hunger and pov-
erty. And in Ghana, I laid out my agenda for
supporting democracy and development in Af-
rica and around the world. But even as we make
progress on these challenges abroad, my
thoughts are on the state of our economy at
home. And that’s what I want to talk to you
about today. 

We came into office facing the most severe
economic downturn since the Great Depres-
sion. At the time, we were losing, on average,
700,000 jobs a month, and many feared that our
financial system was on the verge of collapse. 

As a result of the swift and aggressive action
we took in the first few months of this year,
we’ve been able to pull our financial system and
our economy back from the brink. We took
steps to restart lending to families and business-
es, stabilize our major financial institutions, and
help homeowners stay in their homes and pay
their mortgages. We also passed the largest and
most sweeping economic recovery plan in our
Nation’s history. 

The Recovery Act wasn’t designed to restore
the economy to full health on its own, but to
provide the boost necessary to stop the free fall.
It was designed to spur demand and get people
spending again and cushion those who had
borne the brunt of the crisis. And it was de-
signed to save jobs and create new ones.

In a little over 100 days, this Recovery Act
has worked as intended. It’s already extended
unemployment insurance and health insurance
to those who have lost their jobs in this reces-
sion. It’s delivered $43 billion in tax relief to
American working families and businesses.
Without the help the Recovery Act has provid-
ed to struggling States, its estimated that State
deficits would be nearly twice as large as they
are now, resulting in tens of thousands of addi-
tional layoffs, layoffs that would affect police of-
ficers, teachers, and firefighters. 

The Recovery Act has allowed small busi-
nesses and clean energy companies to hire new
workers or scrap their plans for eliminating cur-
rent jobs. And it’s led to new jobs building
roads, bridges, and other infrastructure proj-
ects, thousands of which are only beginning
now. In the months to come, thousands more
projects will begin, leading to additional jobs.  

Now, I realize that when we passed this Re-
covery Act, there were those who felt that doing
nothing was somehow an answer. Today, some
of those same critics are already judging the ef-
fort a failure, although they have yet to offer a
plausible alternative. Others believed that the
recovery plan should have been even larger,
and they’re already calling for a second recovery
plan. 

But as I made clear at the time it was passed,
the Recovery Act was not designed to work in 4
months, it was designed to work over 2 years.
We also knew that it would take some time for
the money to get out the door, because we’re
committed to spending it in a way that’s effec-
tive and transparent. Crucially, this is a plan
that will also accelerate greatly through the
summer and the fall. We must let it work the
way it’s supposed to, with the understanding
that in any recession, unemployment tends to
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recover more slowly than other measures of
economic activity. 

Now, I’m confident that the United States
of America will weather this economic storm.
But once we clear away the wreckage, the real
question is what we will build in its place.
Even as we rescue this economy from a full
blown crisis, I’ve insisted that we must rebuild
it better than before.

Without serious reforms, we are destined to
either see more crises, or suffer stagnant
growth rates for the foreseeable future, or a
combination of the two. That’s a future I abso-
lutely reject. And that’s why we’re laying a new
foundation that’s not only strong enough to
withstand the challenges of the 21st century,
but one that will allow us to thrive and com-
pete in a global economy. That means invest-
ing in the jobs of the future, training our work-
ers to compete for those jobs, and controlling
the health care costs that are driving us into
debt.  

Through the clean energy investment we’ve
made in the Recovery Act, we’re already see-
ing startups and small businesses make plans
to create thousands of new jobs. In California,
3,000 people will be employed to build a new
solar plant. In Michigan, investments in wind
turbines and wind technology is expected to
create over 2,600 jobs. And a few weeks ago,
the House of Representatives passed historic
legislation that would finally make clean ener-
gy the profitable kind of energy, leading to
whole new industries and jobs that can’t be
outsourced.

To give our workers the skills and education
they need to compete for the high-tech, high-
wage jobs of the future, we’re working on re-
forms that will close achievement gaps, ensure
that our schools meet high standards, reward
our teachers for performance and give them
new pathways to advancement. 

Finally, we’ve made important progress in
the last few weeks on health care reform that
will finally control the costs that are driving
our families, our businesses, and our Govern-
ment into debt. Both the Senate and the
House have now produced legislation that will
bring down costs, provide better care for pa-
tients, and curb the worst practices of insur-

ance companies, so that they can no longer de-
ny Americans coverage based on a preexisting
medical condition. It’s a plan that would also
allow Americans to keep their health insur-
ance if they lose their job or if they change
their job. And it would set up a health insur-
ance exchange, a marketplace that will allow
families and small businesses to access one-
stop shopping for quality, affordable coverage,
and help them compare prices and choose the
plan that best suits their needs. One such
choice would be a public option that would
make health care more affordable through
competition that keeps the insurance compa-
nies honest. 

One other point: Part of what makes our
current economic situation so challenging is
that we already had massive deficits as the re-
cession gathered force. And although the Re-
covery Act represents just a small fraction of
our long-term debt, people have legitimate
questions as to whether we can afford reform
without making our deficits much worse. 

So let me be clear: I have been firm in in-
sisting that both health care reform and clean
energy legislation cannot add to our deficit.
And I intend to continue the work of reducing
waste, eliminating programs that don’t work,
and reforming our entitlement programs to
ensure that our long-term deficits are brought
under control.

I said when I took office that it would take
many months to move our economy from re-
cession to recovery and ultimately to prosperi-
ty. We’re not there yet, and I continue to be-
lieve that even one American out of work is
one too many. But we’re moving in the right
direction. We’re cleaning up the wreckage of
this storm. And we are laying a firmer, stron-
ger foundation so that we may better weather
whatever future storms may come. This year
has been and will continue to be a year of res-
cuing our economy from disaster.

But just as important will be the work of re-
building a long-term engine for economic
growth. It won’t be easy, and there will contin-
ue to be those who argue that we have to put
off hard decisions that we have already de-
ferred for far too long. But earlier generations
of Americans didn’t build this great country by
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fearing the future and shrinking our dreams.
This generation—our generation—has to show
that same courage and determination. I believe
we will.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 8:45 a.m., c.e.s.t., on July 9 at the Ron

Hotel in L’Aquila, Italy, for broadcast on July
11. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 10, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m., e.d.t., on Ju-
ly 11. Due to the 4-hour time difference, the
address was released after the President’s re-
marks at La General Hospital in Accra, Ghana.

Remarks to the Ghanaian Parliament in Accra
July 11, 2009 

[A trumpet played as the President prepared to
speak.]

I like this. Thank you. Thank you. I think
Congress needs one of those horns. [Laughter]
That sounds pretty good. Sounds like Louis
Armstrong back there. [Laughter]

Good afternoon, everybody. It is a great hon-
or for me to be in Accra and to speak to the
Representatives of the people of Ghana. I am
deeply grateful for the welcome that I’ve re-
ceived, as are Michelle and Malia and Sasha
Obama. Ghana’s history is rich, the ties be-
tween our two countries are strong, and I am
proud that this is my first visit to sub-Saharan
Africa as President of the United States of
America. 

I want to thank Madam Speaker and all the
members of the house of representatives for
hosting us today. I want to thank President
Mills for his outstanding leadership. To the for-
mer Presidents—Jerry Rawlings, former Presi-
dent Kufuor—the Vice President, Chief Justice,
thanks to all of you for your extraordinary hospi-
tality and the wonderful institutions that you’ve
built here in Ghana. 

I’m speaking to you at the end of a long trip. I
began in Russia for a summit between two great
powers. I traveled to Italy for a meeting of the
world’s leading economies. And I’ve come here
to Ghana for a simple reason: The 21st century
will be shaped by what happens not just in
Rome or Moscow or Washington, but by what
happens in Accra as well. 

This is the simple truth of a time when the
boundaries between people are overwhelmed
by our connections. Your prosperity can expand
America’s prosperity, your health and security

can contribute to the world’s health and securi-
ty, and the strength of your democracy can help
advance human rights for people everywhere.

So I do not see the countries and peoples of
Africa as a world apart; I see Africa as a funda-
mental part of our interconnected world, as
partners with America on behalf of the future
we want for all of our children. That partner-
ship must be grounded in mutual responsibility
and mutual respect. And that is what I want to
speak with you about today. 

We must start from the simple premise that
Africa’s future is up to Africans. I say this know-
ing full well the tragic past that has sometimes
haunted this part of the world. After all, I have
the blood of Africa within me, and my family’s
own story encompasses both the tragedies and
triumphs of the larger African story. 

Some of you know my grandfather was a cook
for the British in Kenya, and though he was a
respected elder in his village, his employers
called him “boy” for much of his life. He was on
the periphery of Kenya’s liberation struggles,
but he was still imprisoned briefly during re-
pressive times. In his life, colonialism wasn’t
simply the creation of unnatural borders or un-
fair terms of trade; it was something experi-
enced personally, day after day, year after year. 

My father grew up herding goats in a tiny vil-
lage, an impossible distance away from the
American universities where he would come to
get an education. He came of age at a moment
of extraordinary promise for Africa. The strug-
gles of his own father’s generation were giving
birth to new nations, beginning right here in
Ghana. Africans were educating and asserting
themselves in new ways, and history was on the
move.
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